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Agenda Solutions for the Textile Industry 

1. Definition Sustainability 

2. Detox: how everything began

3. How to build a sustainable Detox-house 

4. Benefits and Outlook 
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„Nachhaltende Nutzung“ – A Gift to the World 

Source: 
www.forstwirtschaft-in-deutschland.de



www.intertek.com4

Internet

1

2

3

4

http://oxforddictionaries.com/definiti
on/english/sustainable

http://www.epa.gov/sustainability/
basicinfo.htm

http://www.sustainablem
easures.com/node/35
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What is Sustainability?

There is no universally agreed definition on what sustainability means. 
There are many different views on what it is and how it can be achieved. 
The idea of sustainability stems from the concept of sustainable 
development which became common language at the World's first Earth 
Summit in Rio in 1992. 

"Development that meets the needs of the 
present without compromising the ability of 

future generations to meet their own needs." 

Bruntland Report for the World Commission on Environment and 
Development (1992)

Source: 
www.globalfootprints.org

The name sustainability 
is derived from the Latin 

sustinere (tenere, to 
hold; sub, up). Sustain
can mean “maintain", 
"support", or "endure”.
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The Helix of Sustainability
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Challenge 

“ NGOs continue to raise the profile of sustainabililty, 
government legislation is also in place. 

I want to comply with the numerous environmental 
and social criteria, but how can I manage my costs 

at the same time so I can balance people, profit, 
product as well as the planet? “ 
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Power of Press 

Well known brands, discounters and retailers are always in focus of 
NGOs and the press who have a significant influence on the market

Negative Press
• Brand Dilution
• Drop in Sales
• Lower Profits 
due to Recalls

Good Press
• Brand 
Enhancement

• Increase in Sales
• Stakeholder 
Value Increase
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Sustainability Basics 

Economic
Position

Society The 
Environment 
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Sustainable Economy Staged Implementation

Assess My
Compliance 

Know My
Performance 

Commit 
Myself to A 
Progress 
Management-
plan 

Manage     
Chain 

Assess
Results

Transform 
Cost Into
Value Know the

regulation
Implement it

Measure, 
Audit, Test

Plan Strategy
Set 
Indicators, 
Benchmark & 
Analyze

Train
Improve vs
indicate

Sustainability
Report
Certification of
Assets, 
Services, 
Supply chain

Create Green Value

o Eco Design
o Sustainable Production
o Procurement
o Sustainable Delivery
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Detox: how everything began

 On July 13th,  2011 Greenpeace released the first report called

“Dirty Laundry”

Source: www.greenpeace.org
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 Toxic metals within the European Limits
 No comparison of incoming and outcoming water
 Max. PFOA concentration: 0.014 µg/l. 
 Max.  PFOS concentration: 0,009 µg/l
 The German Umweltbundesamt (Federal Environment Agency, 

the German equivalent to the US EPA) published a limit value 
for drinking water (lifetime intake) of 0,3 µg/l for PFOA + 
PFOS 

 Nonylphenol: 14 µg/l  (Groundwater in Germany/Bavaria: 28 
µg/l median in 51 monitor points)

Conclusion of the 1st Dirty Laundry Report
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 In August 2011 and March 2012, two reports followed

Dirty Laundry

Source: www.greenpeace.org
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 Afterwards, Greenpeace published another set of reports called 
“Toxic Threads” intensifying the message conveyed. 

Toxic Threads 

Source: www.greenpeace.org
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 13th of January, 2014, “ A little story about the 
monsters in your closet” was released 

Greenpeace Focusing on Children Wear

 Followed by “A Little Story about a 
Fashionable Lie“ in February 2014, 
focusing on luxury brands
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Sportswear Gets Attention 

 In May 2014, “A Red Card for sportswear brands“ is issued. All articles tested were manufactured 
and sold as part of the 

FIFA World CupTournament in Brazil 

Source: www.greenpeace.org
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 The Shopping Guide “Textilien im Supermark” / 
Textiles in the Supermarket follows in October 2014

Textilien im Supermarkt / Textiles in the Supermarket

Source: www.greenpeace.org



www.intertek.com18

Greenpeace China  

Source: www.greenpeace.org
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Greenpeace China 

Feb 2013: Greenpeace: China acknowledges ‘Cancer Villages’, unveils 
‘Breakthrough’ Chemical Plan

 Greenpeace hailed China’s commitment to clean up chemical pollution with a breakthrough 
chemical management plan that acknowledges for the first time the existence of ‘cancer 
villages’ and will blacklist 58 chemicals and have an elimination chemical list by 2015. 

 “China has been the world’s largest chemical producer since 2010. The Plan indicates that 
the massive pollution found across the country, caused by large-scale chemical production 
and the release of hazardous chemicals, urgently needs to be tackled,” said Yixiu Wu, 
Toxic Campaigner for Greenpeace East Asia based on Beijing.

 “It’s our hope that this announcement is quickly implemented and enforced – about half of 
China’s rivers are not suitable for domestic use, and around 20% are deemed 
useless even for industrial purposes. We simply cannot wait any longer.”

 The Five Year Plan highlights the risks that toxic chemicals have posed to the nation’s 
environment and health.

 “The setting up of a Black List for priority actions, which includes DEHP, BPA and 
Nonylphenol (NP) indicates strong political will. But most importantly, it sends a clear 
message to industry that these hazardous chemicals, which are banned in various 
other parts world, will have no place in the future of China,” said Wu.
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China Struggling 
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Greenpeace the Catwalk 
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Achievments of Detox Campaign

The Campaign has been able to secure
public commitments form several
international brands toward zero-
discharge of hazardous chemicals
(ZDHC)

Public 
Commitment

Brands
As of January 14, 19 brands have
committed to zero discharge in 
response to the Detox campaign, 
namely: 
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Members 

Adidas
Benetton
C&A
Canepa Tessiture
Serica
Coop
Esprit
G-Star 
H&M
 Levi‘s
Victoria‘s Secret 

(Limited Brands)

Valentino
Inditex
Burberry
Tchibo
M&S
Mango
Primark
Nike 
Puma 
Uniqlo
Li-Ning
M&S
Fast Retailing
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How to move a Sustainable Economy? 

3 Business Drivers on Your Road Map: 

 Manage business risks

 Implement efficiencies

 Create sustainable services and products

While Benefitting from Green Economy 

 Reducing costs

 Improving your image

 Enhancing performance

 Creating new sales and revenue growth
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Sustainable Economy Roadmap
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The Sustainable Economy 

A Priority

Bu
t W

he
re

to
Be

gi
n?
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How to build a Sustainable Detox House 

Background 

Anyone who has ever built a house knows, how important it is to have a 
coordinated preparatory construction plan and a trusted partner regarding 
preparation and realization.

Intertek Consumer Goods has obtained expert knowledge to act as a partner of 
small, medium and large sized companies in order to plan and realize the solid 
DETOX-dream house.
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How to build a Sustainable Detox House

Planning

Before you start building a house, you need a good planning, e.g. property size,
neighborhood, infrastructure etc.

An elementary aspect in building the DETOX-house is, to deal with the respective supply
chain.

It is important to identify the “chemical relevant” partners e.g. dye factories, printing houses,
laundry facilities etc. and to implement “Chemical Monitoring”.
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How to build a Sustainable Detox-Dreamhouse

Phase 5 
Sealing

Waste Water , Sludge, Air Emission 
Monitoring, Calculation with the help of CIL

Phase 4 
Doors Windows 

Product Control (randomly)
Vendor-, Supplier, Subcontractor-Ranking

Phase 3
Roof

Monitoring of ZDHC, RSL, MRSL, SVHC
Phase 2

Bare Brick Work Chemical Management 
Assessment

Environmental Assessment 
Social Audits

Mold Assessment
Phase 1

Fundament Chemical Inventory List
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Phase 1

The Foundation

Indispensable materials, which form the foundation, are for sure, the concrete with 
all its DETOX-aggregates. In the DETOX-process they are called: collecting, 
creating, evaluating and implementing a list of used and available chemicals and 
mixtures (CIL). 

Furthermore, the steel reinforcement is mandatory in order to pour the DETOX-
foundation – the documentation of all respective suppliers as the checking and 
complementation of all relevant MSDS. To prevent the fissuring of the foundation 
while drying, we spray water on it, which refers to the maintenance (update) of the 
data in the DETOX-process and includes the training of all involved employees.
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Phase 2 

The Building Shell

It is supposed to be solid and weather-resistant, shall withstand not only the daily, 
but also the yearly loads. 
Its materials should be chosen carefully and be compatible with each other. The 
bricks for the DETOX-building shall consist of social audits (BSCIs) and familiar 
services like e.g. the consideration of safety aspects (fire protection, electrical 
safety, building security). The mortar for the seams is composed of Chemical 
Management Assessments, which serve as continuations of the construction from 
phase one.  
Ceilings and new levels are added, in the form of 
“Umweltverträglichkeitsnachweisen”. The desired insulation level comes in the form 
of training measures undertaken and also the high DETOX quality standard, for 
example, mold avoidance or process optimization measures. 
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Phase 3

The Roof 

The roof truss consists of the MRSL (Manufactural Restricted Substance List), which comprise the 
RSL of the respective customer.  

The roof tiles, which are adapted individually to the DE-TOX-house and which are made of the 
REACh-Compliance (SVHC), protect the DETOX-dream house from all predictable, and from many 
unpredictable influences. 

The chimney serves as a monitoring system, consisting of different ZDHC-components, if 
necessary; RSL- and MRSL-parts can be added for an improved functionality

. 
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Phase 4 

Doors and Windows

The optimization of the outer shell of the DETOX-dream house gets more attention. 

The modern windows are not intended to be examined individually- thanks to 
optimized production processes, a complete picture of the total conformity can be 
gained by taking a limited number of random samples. Finally, the burglar-proofed 
door forms the analysis of supplier data and data of their supply chains.
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Phase 5 

Outer Shell 

In order to protect the DETOX-dream house’s whole facade from 
destructive environmental and climatic influences, it is „sealed“ with a 
functional, visually appealing plaster. 
For this purpose, the online monitoring of the discharge of harmful 
substances into the water, if possible, into the sewage sludge, as well as 
the monitoring of the air emissions are recommended, according to 
updated CILs. 
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What the Fashion Industry Looks like after 4 Years of DETOX

18 Companies have commited to Detox

Representing 10% of the 1.7 trillion apparel
and footwear market

In the EU: Several harmful chemicals have
been added to a list of chemicals the EU 
hopes to phas out and replace with
substitutes

In Indonesia: NPEs will be regulated and
monitored

In China: PFCs, Nonylphenols and Phthaltes
are regulated

Source: www.greenpeace.org
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Contact:

Intertek Consumer Goods GmbH 
Wuerzburger Strasse 152 
90766 Fuerth
Germany

Dr. Dirk von Czarnowski
Tel.: +49 911 74075-438
dirk.czarnowski@intertek.com
www.intertek.com
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Valued Quality. Delivered.


