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PERFORMANCE FORUM - first to show the new functional fabric trends!
Summer 2015 will be light, brightly colored, and ecological 
No where else can you see the major trends from the world of functional fabrics for sport and workwear as early as you can at PERFORMANCE DAYS! The PERFORMANCE FORUM tables at the next trade fair in May 2013 already have the first collections for summer 2015 on display! The key buzz word: Natural in look, feel, and fiber - but always top functionality! Sustainable and environmentally friendly fiber at every layer plus fine, soft, lightweight fabrics in bright, stylish, confectionery colors point the way ahead.
The essence of the new functional fabric collections will be presented in the traditional way throughout the PERFORMANCE DAYS on the nine tables of the PERFORMANCE FORUM. At the PERFORMANCE GATE, besides the most interesting new trends and the winner of the PERFORMANCE AWARDs, you will also find the "indispensable" accessoires that put the perfect finishing touch on the items of clothing. 
The fair's organizers have not only staged the perfect "First Look" at the collections for Summer 2015, but they have also put together a selection of the most important fabrics as an "Update" for Winter 2014/15. The Forum in Hall 4, has an eye-catching display of the "Top 20," which have been hung in long lengths of material from the ceiling, creating a textile forest visitors can look at and touch as they walk through it. Another novelty makes this year's Forum even more valuable for product managers and buyers: Data sheets identify each fabric and provide the waterproofing and breathability characteristics.
Here is an overview of the major trends by category:
Waterproof & Breathable
Cheerful colors will set the tone in Summer 2015 for the fabrics of the third layer in functional clothing systems. This does not mean loud and shrill: the tones are more like pastels, the colors matte, like confectionery or ice cream colors. Warm red, matte pink, brilliant berry, sunshine orange, various blues and turquoise and greens, from grass to moss with natural charm, very clear and succinct, but not gaudy. Natural is the buzzword for the fabric surfaces, structure is "in." Brand new are the canvas bonds of the "New Basics" category, which also features herringbone, denims, woven linen structures, and jacquards. The engineered look dominates here with smooth fabrics or ripstop and you may even notice some slight sheen in this category. 
Lightweight is important for the summer, with a softer natural feel and, most of all, stretch. You will find more stretch than ever before on the tables and so much more functionality too. The water column (hydrostatic head) attains values of more than 40,000 mm, breathability reaches 30,000 g/qm/24 h! A lot of technology goes into these fabrics, for example, silver coated membranes or fabrics that open or close their pores according to the body climate and temperature. Functionality has been increased through the use of innovative yarns and developments in weaving. For example, air textured yarns (ATY) can now be used in the warp and the weft for the first time. 
Lightweights
The palette of lightweight fabrics is especially spectacular for Summer 2015. These innovative fabrics combine top function, incredible soft feel, and absolute lightweight with an astounding ruggedness and durability. This is because of the extremely fine microfibers and the complex weaving techniques. The finest fibers in this category measure only 7 denier! The fabrics accepted into this category may have weights of up to 100 g/qm, the lightest of which is barely 30 grams.
Nevertheless, in spite of the fineness of the fabric, it plays with structure and look. Ripstop is incorporated to give these feather light materials good grip and a lively fall. Surprising transparent fabrics have printed linings that subtly shine through to the outside. Silver coatings on the membranes glimmer and give the inners an engineered look. In combination with mesh linings, this creates interesting looks in the case of the extra light jackets. Downproof fabrics for 90/10 blends come with or without stretch, as weaves, or as high-gauge knitwear.
The fabrics are broken down in windproof and/or waterproof grades. The lightness and fineness of these materials can deliver the best breathability ratings - up to 40,000 g/qm/24 h. The impression is a delicate one created by the new soft, but never boring confectionery colors, from light blue to pink and lime. Orange and turquoise with pastel rose or pistachio are perfect for the summer time. The feel is soft, light, and silky, as matte finishes dominate. 
These top functional fabrics are also state of the art in terms of the ecology and environmental protection. Environmentally safe DWR (durable water repellency) finishes are made from short C6 chain bonds. 
Softshells & 3-Layer
Perhaps the most important category for Summer 2015 are the softshells, in terms of the outer fabrics for functional sport clothing. There is hardly a collection that does not include jackets made from these textile-like yet highly functional fabrics. Accordingly, the presentations at PERFORMANCE DAYS are greatly different. The softshells offer a broad range of look, touch, and function. The most important thing, however, is that the new softshells are lighter and softer and have more natural feel than ever before. 
They are also extremely diverse in terms of function: Bonded as well as laminated items made from warp knits or wovens provide various options for wind and waterproofing. Product managers have the choice of using fabrics that are fully windproof or various other levels of wind permeability - according to the sports activity for which the clothing is designed. The same applies to the water column: The range extends from water repellent to truly waterproof. These softshells represent the top of the range and are real all rounders that provide top comfort and function from the outdoor to the running or biking collections. 
The three-layer shell materials at this table provide the expected top functionality with very low weights. The outers made from cotton/polyester blends are brand new for the laminates. These have an absolutely natural feel and open a range of new possibilities in the functional, as well as the casual collections. Tricot-backings are responsible for that natural feel even on the linings. The backings for the new laminates are generally very fine and lightweight, with linings further enhanced through prints that shine subtly through to the outside.
The lightweight 2.5 or 3-layer fabrics for the summer vary from 100 - 200 g/qm and are mostly elastic, either from spandex blends or through the structure. 
Shirt- & Bottomweight
Fabric suppliers know summertime is the time for shirts and, consequently, do not skimp when providing lightweight functional shirts. Yarn-dyed plaids define this category, especially for outdoor shirts and blouses. There are many variations: soft, smooth, and stretch woven goods from the finest yarns implement the new plaid motives in pastel tones. As a counterpoint, there are also bolder, larger motives implemented with stronger yarns that recall the lumberjack chequered plaid look. The seersucker grades add a new dimension to the summertime options. For the women the new colors are pink, lilac, and chocolate, while the more natural tones are for the men, like chalk, moss, and olive. Polyamide/polyester blends with spandex define the functional lines, additional benefits are provided by protective treatments against UV, odor, and insects, while top climate management is achieved by functional fibers like Coolmax.
Brand new in this category are the woven fabrics with a very high percentage of spandex as a compression material, designed to be worn directly against the skin. Based on weight, these are ideal fabrics for shirts or pants.
[bookmark: _GoBack]There are interesting things happening with the trouser materials too. Very nice double-weaves and the ribstop variants deliver function. Things are more casual with canvas bonds, although these are made of functional fiber blends. The pallet ranges from 160 to 400 g/qm, mostly from polyamide/spandex blends, but often now also with viscose or cotton admixture. Even the trousers will cry out for color in Summer 2015: Royal blue, green, yellow, or red are the new bold colors. 
Knits
Knits and knitwear occupy an important place in the summer collections and this is reflected in the large number of fabrics on exhibit at PERFORMANCE DAYS. There is no limit to the variety of fibers shown here: Polyester or polyamide, each with elastane as a basis, are more often being made with blends of natural fibers. Merino is enjoying a strong surge with cotton or lyocell as alternatives. Depending on the climate and functional range, the selection of Merino blends ranges from 10 to nearly 100%.
The functional fiber Thermo°cool is processed in various combinations with natural fibers like cotton or wool to provide a whole new feeling of skin comfort. Similar to the silver based technologies, activated carbon from coconut or coffee particles is introduced in or on the fibers to insure an active moisture and odor management. The structural variety is also impressive: The range starts with smooth knit looks for high tech knits and extends to various structures including pique and, all of these in unexpected patterns and prints in addition to uni-colors.
The backings often have a different construction, which brings the fabrics to life. Bold dots join with stripes on the reverse side, grid patterns produce depth, double-face jerseys bring a different color to the backings, two-sided knits leave a casual impression with sweatshirt bonding of functional fibers. The finest yarns with many filaments produce lightweight fabrics with a soft natural feel. 
Another functional topic is the compression, which really comes into its own starting with the 30% elastane blend. Just as much as the soft feel and wearing comfort, the outstanding recovery values and stretch in the cross and transverse directions are also among the quality features of these top quality fabrics.
Fleece & Brushed Knit
If anyone thinks that there is no room for fleece in the summer time, they are mistaken. Although no one is looking for the voluminous, fluffy grades - Powerstretch, with smooth engineered surfaces, highly elastic and lightweight, is always in demand. Color is on the march here as well: royal blue, red, or turquoise set a counter point to the single colored shells, so as to create a beautiful play of colors in the layering. The engineered power fleece appeals to the serious sportsmen and women, where smooth outers and short clipped linings provide perfect thermal insulation together with outstanding moisture transport. And, there are the new structured grades - the fine soft velvet look that conveys well-being and is aimed at the tops and upper garments for the more gentle types of sport like yoga.
The brushed knits are still trendy with a mesh look on the surface that hides their functionality in a casual look. The weight classes extend to 400 g/qm, with a rustic look achieved by the type of knit or the blend. Blends are part of the Powerstretch family too, either on both sides or just in the linings or the outers, a truly refined option made possible by the use of different yarns. The combination of anionic and cationic polyester makes different colored sides possible. The fabric designers in this group, in spite of the synthetic fibers, have placed great value on the natural feel. 
Eco
The environmentally friendly fabrics for Summer 2015 are especially varied. Producers have spared no effort in making the functional fabrics as sustainable and environmentally friendly as possible. For some time now, the "must have" fabric has been made from recycled polyester (post-consumption, or PET bottles). This is a definite step in the right direction, as the fibers and yarns from Newlife are properly thought through to the end. Only plastic bottles collected locally in Italy are processed and supplied to the Italian fabric manufacturers. The short transport routes further protect the environment with their very small carbon footprint. The recycled polyester is sometimes used pure or sometimes in combinations with other natural fibers like organic cotton. New for Summer 2015 are the fabrics made from recycled polyamide, implying that in the future, the entire range of functional clothing can be sustainably produced. 
Another group of major importance includes the fabrics made from energy saving yarns. The special production processes in play here use less energy and water, for example, a modified dyeing process or the use of fibers that can be dyed differently. Natural fibers also find application in the sustainable fabrics, either organic pure cotton or the woolen yarns made from recycled wool. 
Fancy
The "Fancy" table is where suppliers can go wild and challenge all the boundaries. The functional fabrics here have brand new interpretations so as to bring some extravagance into the collections - sometimes just as small flashes or inserts. 
It begins with unusual softshell materials with striking letter prints, polka dots, or neon blocked stripes. It goes further with brocade and floral patterns - either print or jacquard - for bonded or laminated shells. Patterns and designs generally play a large role in this category, which includes: unique chequerboards, overprinted plaids, tapestry motifs, or camouflage in new interpretations, reminiscent of hunting patterns, or structured fabrics printed in batik effect. Subdued and yet still extraordinary, the new unicolor fabrics with reflecting tone-in-tone prints provide surprising sights under the right lighting conditions. Doubled jacquards highlight the highly sophisticated knits: The interesting facings with stripes, while the backings have small dots, so as to create an attractive carded look. 
The materials come alive thanks to the three dimensional surfaces - crocodile finishes, for example, or jacquards that play with high-low effects. Lasered or etched burn-outs, overprinted with blossoms or other motifs, can also be seen. 3-D knits produce surprising backings, implemented in spotted or honeycomb patterns. 
Workwear
The new workwear fabrics are protective but not restrictive. The fabrics for shirts, trousers, jackets, pullovers are rugged, cut resistant, flame resistant and safe, while still keeping a soft, textile feel. Cordura insures good resistance to abrasion, Dyneema for excellent cut protection. The strongest fiber in the world is now processed in bi-stretch materials, promising a major plus in comfort. Equally interesting are the laminates with Cordura outer fabrics, which despite all their ruggedness have the feel of textiles.
Temperature control is a major factor in this category, so knits and knitwear that provide various capacities are supplied: according to the functional range, the processed fibers may have, for example, a thermal or cooling effect. Other jerseys offer flame resistance or good UV protection. The moisture transport of all of these fabrics, whether for base or second layer is very good, as is the reliable odor control provided through special treatments. 
Good visibility is another important aspect for the work clothing. Striking luminous yellow and orange tones are standard for the fabrics of the second and third layers, just as is the reflective material. A variety of different bands, trimmings, and fabrics are on exhibit. New and interesting looks in the "High-Visibility" segment are provided by the laminates, which have additional mesh inserts applied on the waterproof, reflective facings. 

Accessories
Even the sporty collections need a suitable accessory to be truly perfect. The range of products on display by the exhibitors at PERFORMANCE DAYS extends from jackets or pants, from head to toe, and from yarns and spacers to the appropriate zippers and buttons.
Even the Shoes & Bags group is integrated in the accessories, with solid materials for sporty bags as well as mesh spacers with padded highlighting. Yarn suppliers present special accents that can be achieved with stitching, high value prints demonstrate their durability even on highly elastic sports fabrics. Sport just isn't sport without zip fasteners, but that doesn't mean they have to be boring - even some waterproof models impress with jacquard woven patterns or rainbow colors. 
Lacings, bands, and cords in interesting color combinations complete the sporty look, even rope cable is exhibited. Reflective prints or bands, also in spandex grades with interesting motifs provide safety and visibility in the dark.
Belts and straps can be custom manufactured just like buttons, clasps and zipper pullers. Indistinguishable, but all the more important for function, is the synthetic insulation made from recycled fibers and introduced in various weights. 


About PERFORMANCE DAYS
The PERFORMANCE DAYS "functional fabrics fair” was launched by textile trader Weichert Agencies in 2008. It is the first and only trade fair created as a special platform for functional fabrics, yarns, finishes, and accessories for sport- and workwear sectors. PERFORMANCE DAYS has become a semi-annual event that gives high quality and innovative textile manufacturers and suppliers a direct presence in a major center of the European sportswear industry. The workshop is a platform to showcase new fabrics and innovations and to develop business relationships. Presently, the exhibition appears in Munich. Starting in April 2012, it will also be accessible 365 days per year as a brand new, virtual trade fair in the Internet. 
The visitors – sports fashion designers, product managers, and decision-makers representing almost every European active clothing and functional wear manufacturer find a complete selection of high quality materials available at the right time and at convenient locations to meet sourcing needs for their Spring and Autumn collections. The relaxed and focused workshop-like atmosphere at PERFORMANCE DAYS differentiates it from other sport and textile trade fairs which are larger and often stressful, and makes it the perfect meeting point for the active wear industry for identifying trends and innovations. The unique Performance Forum with freelance designer Alexa Dehmel gives visitors an inspiring and informed overview of the latest fabrics, trends, and innovations by the various exhibitors. In addition, top quality talks and collaborative ventures provide the full range of information.
More information about the current schedule can be found at: www.performancedays.eu 
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